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Spend Now, Suffer Less Later: The Accelerating Demonstration
Approaches for Protecting Transportation Assets (ADAPT) Act

From the San Francisco Bay Area to the Gulf Coast, natural disasters — flooding, wildfires,
hurricanes and rising sea levels — put critical infrastructure, local economies and millions
of lives at risk. The cost to protect that infrastructure is enormous; MTC estimates nearly
$100 billion is needed just to protect the Bay Area's shoreline from flooding through 2050.
Many regions have similarly identified needs, but projects are stalled because funding is
siloed and there's no clear, replicable blueprint for delivering these projects at scale.

The ADAPT Act provides the funding and delivery framework needed to move large-scale
resilience projects from planning to completion by authorizing $10 billion over five years to
fund up to 10 nationally or regionally significant, large-scale resilience demonstration
projects that reduce the risk of catastrophic damage, prolonged closures, and repeated
emergency repairs to critical surface transportation assets. The ADAPT Act is structured to:

1. Target complex projects that involve common delivery barriers — including multi-
owner or multi-agency governance structures, integration of nature-based
solutions, and investments beyond the transportation right-of-way — to tackle
challenges and identify best practices that can be applied to future projects
nationwide.

2. Break down federal silos by alighing funding and project delivery across the U.S.
Department of Transportation, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
supporting a more efficient deployment of resources.

3. Deliver multi-benefit, system-level outcomes by protecting transportation assets
while enhancing resilience for surrounding communities, natural habitat, and other
critical infrastructure, and improving mobility, goods movement, and emergency
response.

4. Establish a replicable model for delivering large-scale resilience projects that can
be applied across regions to accelerate delivery and reduce costs over time.





