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SPUR’s Mission  
Through research, education and advocacy, SPUR works to create an 
equitable, sustainable and prosperous region in which all people thrive.



SPUR works at the intersection of 
housing, transportation, planning, 
good governance, & sustainability & 
resilience to create a better future for 
the Bay Area.



Understanding Groundwater Rise & Impacts on Shoreline Adaptation
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Public Education on Groundwater Rise



Partnership with Nuestra Casa on Groundwater Rise

● Collaboration on Look Out Below Report research & 
recommendations. Report funded by RLF.

● Launched the Peninsula Accountability for 
Contamination Team (PACT)

● Hosted community and public outreach events
● Continuing to advance local and state policy 

advocacy around groundwater rise, coastal flooding, 
and contaminated site clean up

Advisory support from:



Partnership with PACT on Toxic Site Remediation

● 38 of 50 contaminated sites 
are already impacted by 
shallow groundwater

● More than half of these 38 
sites are “open” sites

● Romic/Bay Road Holdings 
site is only site with VOCs as 
“contaminant of concern”



Partnership with PACT on Toxic Site Remediation

Reviewed toxic sites 
vulnerable to SLR and 
groundwater rise along the 
Peninsula (Redwood City, 
Menlo Park, East Palo Alto) 
with data from Envirostor & 
Geotracker, gathered by 
Dr. Kristina Hill (2023)



PACT Actions since launch in January 2024
● PACT meets monthly to share org updates and plan 

advocacy efforts.
● Nuestra Casa organizes PACT meetings, cultivates 

funders for this work, and supports projects
● SPUR supports meeting agendas, and helps inform 

and forward advocacy efforts through research & 
relationship building

● YUCA has hosted community town halls to inform 
residents about remediation at EPA Romic site 
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● CRC, in partnership with Arcadis, has created a 
community-informed toxic site clean-up prioritization 
matrix to help inform the work of DTSC, the Water 
Board, and BCDC

● Belle Haven Empowered & BH CDF launched a 
community health survey to identify any 
disproportionate health impacts in the Peninsula 



SPUR’s Role: 
Supporting Community-driven local, regional, and state advocacy

Overall: Build relationships with researchers, policymakers, city 
leaders, and advocates. Coordinate advocacy letters to inform 
policy and planning processes, support PACT projects:

● Local: Meet with County Supervisors, East Palo Alto City 
Council members, comment on development plans (e.g. 
Ravenswood Business District), etc.

● Regional: Participated in the development of the Regional 
Shoreline Adaptation Plan & PACT comments

● State: Advocate for state policy change. In 2025, PACT 
supported AB 1102

● Federal: Shared Look Out Below Report with U.S. Rep. 
Kevin Mullin, who represents parts of San Mateo County 
including East Palo Alto. A year later, Mullin introduced the 
Groundwater Rise & Infrastructure Preparedness Act
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