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RAISE: CHIRRP: Centering Equity in Coastal 
Community Climate Resilience
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Not shown: Policy interdependence





Period 1: 1998-2007 Period 2: 2008-2012 Period 3: 2013-2016









https://www.bayadapt.org/bay-
currents/





Sea-level Rise Vulnerability Political Culture Institutional Capacity

San Francisco Bay, CA Moderate expected sea-level rise, 

heavily urbanized coast with critical 

infrastructure.

Accepts climate change is 

occurring and caused by humans, 

sea-level rise is viewed as a key 

coastal issue.

High institutional capacity with a well-

developed polycentric governance system.  

Home Rule but also high levels of regional 

coordination. 

Tri-County (Charleston) 

Area, SC

High levels of expected sea-level rise 

and frequent flooding; a mix of urban, 

suburban, and rural. Vulnerable 

critical infrastructure. 

Mix of climate skeptics and climate 

change believers who recognize 

the increase in flooding events.  

Low to medium institutional capacity with 

few developed polycentric institutions or 

networks. Home Rule and lack of regional 

coordination.

Hampton Roads, VA

High levels of sea-level rise and 

frequent flooding; primarily urban with 

suburban and rural localities around 

the urban core. Vulnerable defense 

and military assets.

Mix of climate skeptics and climate 

change believers that accept sea-

level rise is occurring, and flooding 

is a key concern. Strong belief that 

the responsibility is local. 

Medium institutional capacity with long-

standing polycentric governance institutions 

and increasing emphasis on regional 

coordination for adaptation but bounded by 

Dillon Rule constraints. 
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CLIMATE ADAPTATION 
REQUIRES COOPERATION 

DUE TO INTERDEPENDENCE

ALL COASTAL REGIONS 
FACE SIMILAR 

GOVERNANCE 
CHALLENGES, WITH SLR 
MORE OF A CLEAR AND 

PRESENT DANGER ON EAST 
COAST 

COLLABORATIVE TALK IS 
CHEAP; COLLABORATIVE 

PROJECTS ARE HARD 

JOINTLY ENGAGING IN 
PLANNING IS DRIVER OF 

COLLABORATION 

INEQUITIES IN CAPACITY 
FOR JOINT ACTION 

EXACERBATES 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

INJUSTICE IN POLYCENTRIC 
SYSTEMS

WE NEED A LOT MORE 
COMPARATIVE AND 

LONGITUDINAL RESEARCH
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