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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS |

® Delta residents
e Community organization partners
® Survey advisory group

® Sacramento State Institute for Social
Research

® Delta Science Program

Science
Program

DELTA STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL




THE SOCIAL DATA GAP
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OBJECTIVES OF DELTA RESIDENTS SURVEY

1. Assess Delta residents
subjective well-being

2. Pilot-test survey approach for
social indicator monitoring

3. Develop capacity and
artnerships for monitoring
uman well-being and social

change over time

Quality of Life
+ Valued assets
+ Challenges

e Recreational activities

e Life satisfaction

Sense of Place

e Place attachment
* Place identity and

meaning

+ Place dependence
* Place importance

Risk & Resilience to
Climate Change

* Risk exposure

e Level of concern

* Policy preferences
» Adaptive capacity

Delta
Residents
Well-being

Good Governance
* Community connection
e Trust in governing
entities
» Barriers to participation




SURVEY APPROACH

e February - April 2023

e Mailed invitations letters to
~80,000 households

e Random sampling approach to
reach more representative
sample

e Survey online or hard copy,
English & Spanish

e 35 incentives to participants

Delta Zones v5
i

- Primary
pr

- Secondary

- Tertiary

Designated
disadvantaged
community
68,000
households

25% random
sample = ~17,000
addresses




WHO RESPONDED?

2,208 usable
responses from

residents across the
Delta

(2.9% response rate)

Zone 3
575 responses/
17,000 invitations
(3.4% RR)

23.5% overall

Delta Zones v5

:r [ Primary fveraet. € " responses

- Secondary

- Tertiary




WHO RESPONDED?

2,208 usable
responses from

residents across the
Delta

(2.9% response rate)
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WHO ARE THE RESPONDENTS?

Gender: 56% female, 43% male, <1% non-binary
Age: ~50% 50+ years

Race & Ethnicity: 55% White, 22% Hispanic/
Latino, 18% Asian or Asian American, 9% Black,
3% Native American, 2% Native Hawaiian or
Pacific Islander, 1% other

Languages spoken: 93.5% speak English in
households, 6.5% report NOT speaking English a
home

Education: >55% Bachelor’s degree+

Income: 56% make <$100K in household

Home ownership: 77% own residence

Political ideology: 9% very liberal, 26% liberal,
38% moderate, 15% conservative, 4% very
conservative; 8% do not identify with this
spectrum

16.9%

Race & Ethnicity

Respondents permitted to select all that apply;
numbers do not add to 100%.

m White
m Hispanic or Latino/a
Asian or Asian American
m Black or African American
m Native American or Native Alaskan
m Mative Hawaiian or Pacific Islander
Cther

Languages spoken

93.5% of respondants report speaking Eng|i5h in
their households; 29% speak an additional
language.

® English anl

[ Spgnish /
Chinese

m Tagalog

m Vietnamese

m Other

Income
Average income is ~5105,000.

m Less than S10,000

m 510,000-524,999
S25,000-549 999

m 550,000-574,999

m 575,000-599,999

m 5100,000-5149,999

m 5150,000-5200,000 8
Greater than 5200,000



SURVEY RESULTS

Section Il Section llI

Risk & Resilience to
Climate Change

Risk exposure

Level of concern

Policy preferences

Adaptive capacity

Quality of Life
Valued assets
Cha”enges
Recreational activities
Life satisfaction

Delta

Sense of Place Residents Section IV
Well-being Good Governance
Place attachment

Place identity and . ComrTwmty cor?nect|on
: e Trust in governing
meaning

entities
Place dependence : o
: e Barriers to participation
Place importance

Section |




SECTION |

SENSE OF PLACE
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MAJORITY OF RESPONDENTS AGREE ON
MULTIFACETED IMPORTANCE OF DELTA

“Which of the following describe why you feel the Delta is important?”

The Delta is an important ecosystem.

The Delta is an important agricultural
region for the state.

The Delta is important as California’s
water hub.

The Delta is a good region for outdoor
recreation.

The Delta is a place of cultural and
historical importance.

The Delta is not important to me.

Q4 prompts users to, "Select all that apply"

76.1%
73%
70.5%
70%
. 54.3%
41 2.1%
0 25 50 75
Percent

100

. 2113 survey respondents. Data are weighted.



SENSE OF PLACE in aresident’s voice
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FACTORS INFLUENCING QUALITY OF LIFE VARY HIGHLY

“Which factors, if any, do you value most about living in the Delta?”

6. Valued assets to Delta life

Scenic beauty

Qutdoor recreational
opportunities

Quiet and solitude

Access to water

Agricultural region

Urban-rural
proximity

Historic
and cultural 1
significance

Sense of community -

None

45.6%

44.3%

33.5%

30.5%

28.4%

19.1%

14.9%

4.4%

25 50 75 100
Percent

2171 survey respondents. Question type was "Select up to 3."

“Which factors, if any, present the largest challenges to your well-
being living in the Delta?”

7. Challenges to life in Delta

Aging infrastructure

Traffic/ Limited
transit options’

Affordability of
basic needs

Threats to public
safety

Climate change/
global warming

Environmental
decline

Delta Conveyance/
Tunnel project

Urban/ suburban
development

Limited job/
education -
opportunities
Highspeed internet |
access

Social inequality -

No challenges A

43.5%

Comparatively ~33%
Sacramento residents
and ~30% of California
residents struggle to

afford what they need

(2022 Valley Vision Poll; A
Portrait of California 2021-22)

12.9%

8.4%

7.8%

4.8%

0

25 50 75 100
Percent

14

2185 survey respondents. Question type was "Select up to 3."



e Overall, 59% respondents are
satisfied or very satisfied with 3-

the quality of their life in the
Delta, equivalent to average life
satisfaction score of 2.4 out of
5

Zone
1]

Significantly higher among
White, older, higher income &
Zone 1 residents

Compare to average life
satisfaction score of U.S.
population 3.5 out of 5

MAJORITY SATISFIED WITH QUALITY OF LIFE, THOUGH
SATISFACTION LOWER THAN NATIONAL AVERAGE

“Rate your overall level of satisfaction with your quality of life in the Delta”

0%

25%

44%

51%

50%
Count

46%

36% 5%2%
Factors
Very
dissatisfied
Dissatisfied
25% 5%
Neutral
Satisfied
. Very satisfied
11% 39
75% 100%

2265 (n) total respondents.
Respondents by Zone:
1.n=2334

2.n=1393. 15
3.n=2538.



SECTION il

RISK AND RESILIENCE
TO ENVIRONMENTAL
AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Salinity barrier installation at West False River
(Photo credit: CA DWR)



MAJORITY CONCERNED ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE THREATS

“How concerned are you about each of the following environmental changes affecting
the Delta over the next 25 years?”

Droughts 25% 14% 6%

Water quality 26% 15%
Wildfires & smoke 26% 15% 6%

Air quality 28% 16%

Heat waves 24% 18% 9%
Sea level rise _ 29% 27% 18%
0 25% 50% 75% 100%
. Very concerned Somewhat concerned
Moderately concerned Not at all concerned

2089 survey respondents. Data are weighted.

>3 out of 4 respondents are
concerned about drought, water
quality, wildfire & smoke, air

e [VE1114Y;

Overall concern is greater among:
e \Women
e Respondents identifying as
politically liberal
e /one 2 & 3residents

Comparatively 73% of Californians
& 65% US residents are worried

about the effects of global warming

(Yale Climate Change US Poll, 2021)
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“To prepare for possible environmental and climate change impacts in the

M AJO RITY SU P PO RT Delta, would you support any of the following policy approaches?”

17. Adaptation Policy Support

ADAPTATION ACTIONS ON

funding for

SUSTAINABLE s

State increases

AGRICULTURE, HABITAT s

State or local govt

RESTORATION & DROUGHT orecrapacescces

State increases
water available to
agriculture

State increases
water available to
environment

State increases

water available |
to cities and
communities

Support for nearly all policy oHousehald e or i
approaches higher among:

55.2%

49%

35.4%

34.7%

23.7%

None A 15.1%

® Higher education respondents
e Politically liberal respondents und focal clmate- 14.7%

State mandated
decrease in farmland - 14.6%
for water savings

Household fee to

0 25 50 75 100
Percent

2196 survey respondents. Question type was "Select all of the above." 19



ADAPTIVE CAPACITY VARIES ACROSS DEMOGRAPHICS & GEOGRAPHY

“Which of the following resources do you currently have access to?”
24. Adaptive capacity

[Cell phone with
internet

Health insurance

Personal motorized
vehicle

Computer with
internet

AC/ Climate
controlled
environment

Homeonwer's/
renter's insurance

Social connections
to stay with in case
of evacuation

Sewage system

Air filters

Emergency financial |
resources

85.9%

84.1%

79.7%

79.4%

75.5%

65.8%

64.2%

63.5%

53.4%

Public transit |
access

50.4%

Flood insurance A

19.8%

Backup power supply/
generator

Earthquake insurance 4

Domestic well

None 4

16.8%

15.5%

11%

0

25 50 75 100
Percent

2196 survey respondents. Question type was "Select all of the above.”



ENVIRONMENTAL & CLIMATE CHANGE in a
resident’s voice

"I worry that with the declining economy, income inequality, lack of
affordable housing, and continued gentrification of the entire state.. the
Delta as we know (or knew it.. once upon a time | could eat fish out of
certain waterways | no longer can) will be nearly non-existent due to

overuse and climate change.’

- Delta resident

21



SECTION IV

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
& GOOD
GOVERNANCE

4

Delta Tour Water Education for
Latino Leaders, May 2023
(Photo: J. Rudnick)




SCIENTISTS, COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUPS AND LOCAL
RESIDENTS ARE TRUSTED TO ACT IN BEST INTERESTS OF DELTA

Q41. Trust in Social Groups

Please rate the following entities on how much you trust them to act in the best interests of the

Delta.
Local residents 52% 28% 8% I

Community advisory groups . 53% 29% 9%
0

Local policy makers

40% 33% 15% .

State policy makers 32% 31% 22%

Federal policy makers

I L] I
25% 50% 75% 100%

. Trust completely Somewhat distrust
Trust somewhat . Strongly distrust

Trust only a little

1310 survey respondents. Data are weighted.
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WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?



KEY TAKEAWAYS & REFLECTIONS

Delta holds different meanings
to different communities

Priorities and concerns for region
reflect varied needs and resources

Climate change concern & need
for adaptation is high

Participation and community
engagement is low

What assumptions do we hold about residents ‘ values &
concerns that should be re-evaluated?

Who is typically represented in decision-making processes?

How to encourage and ensure more representative participation?

How do management and policy decisions address
residents’ needs? Which residents’ needs?

How do environmental agencies impact quality of life,
directly and indirectly?

How can adaptation efforts prioritize those most
impacted?

How can communication and collaboration (re)build
trust and support for adaptation?

How to (re)engage and (re)motivate residents to participate
in decisions that affect their lives and communities?
How to build social capital to support regional resilience?

27



RECOGNIZING HIGH DIVERSITY ACROSS THE REGION

Adaptive Capacity Index
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SHARING RESULTS AND NEXT STEPS
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Summary of results from
2023 survey of
Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta residents’
perspectives on regional
social and environmental
change and well-being
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Visit website to find report, publicly available data, data viewer tools and further results: https://ktomari.github.io/DeltaResidentsSurvey/
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https://ktomari.github.io/DeltaResidentsSurvey/

WHERE TO GO FROM HERE

Integrating
findings into
Council & partner
agencies’ work

Learn and
collaborate with Develop
social- social well-
ecological being
monitoring monitoring
efforts across for estuary
regions

30



Thank you!

Questions? Send to

Find Summary Report, anonymized data, and tools to explore the data at:

31


mailto:jrudnick@ucsd.edu
https://ktomari.github.io/DeltaResidentsSurvey/

	Slide 1: DELTA RESIDENTS SURVEY
	Slide 2: THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
	Slide 3: THE SOCIAL DATA GAP
	Slide 4: OBJECTIVES OF DELTA RESIDENTS SURVEY  
	Slide 5: SURVEY APPROACH
	Slide 6: 2,208 usable responses from residents across the Delta  (2.9% response rate)  
	Slide 7: 2,208 usable responses from residents across the Delta  (2.9% response rate)  
	Slide 8: WHO ARE THE RESPONDENTS?
	Slide 9: SURVEY RESULTS
	Slide 10: SECTION I SENSE OF PLACE
	Slide 11:  MAJORITY OF RESPONDENTS AGREE ON MULTIFACETED IMPORTANCE OF DELTA
	Slide 12: SENSE OF PLACE in a resident’s voice
	Slide 13:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
	Slide 14: FACTORS INFLUENCING QUALITY OF LIFE VARY HIGHLY
	Slide 15: MAJORITY SATISFIED WITH QUALITY OF LIFE, THOUGH SATISFACTION LOWER THAN NATIONAL AVERAGE
	Slide 17:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
	Slide 18: MAJORITY CONCERNED ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE THREATS
	Slide 19: MAJORITY SUPPORT ADAPTATION ACTIONS ON SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE, HABITAT RESTORATION & DROUGHT PREPARATION
	Slide 20: ADAPTIVE CAPACITY VARIES ACROSS DEMOGRAPHICS & GEOGRAPHY
	Slide 21: ENVIRONMENTAL & CLIMATE CHANGE in a resident’s voice
	Slide 22:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
	Slide 23: SCIENTISTS, COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUPS AND LOCAL RESIDENTS ARE TRUSTED TO ACT IN BEST INTERESTS OF DELTA 
	Slide 25
	Slide 27: KEY TAKEAWAYS & REFLECTIONS
	Slide 28: RECOGNIZING HIGH DIVERSITY ACROSS THE REGION
	Slide 29: SHARING RESULTS AND NEXT STEPS
	Slide 30: WHERE TO GO FROM HERE
	Slide 31: Thank you!   Questions? Send to jrudnick@ucsd.edu   Find Summary Report, anonymized data, and tools to explore the data at: https://ktomari.github.io/DeltaResidentsSurvey/ 

