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Evidence of Emergency-Water Year 2015 



Overview 

• Key points about water rights 
• Brief overview of key drought actions: 

– Curtailments 
– Emergency Regulations 

• Deer, Mill and Antelope Creek Minimum Flows 
• Informational Orders 

– Temporary Urgency Changes 
• eWRIMS 
• Complaints 



Key Points About Water Rights 
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Key Points About Water Rights 

Nicasio Creek,  
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/ 

Reasonable Use – 
California Constitution, Article X, Section 2 
Joslin v. Marin Municipal Water District (1967)  67 Cal.2d 132 
 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Key Points About Water Rights 

Public Trust Doctrine 
National Audubon Society v. Superior Court (1983) 33 Cal.3d 419 



Selected Drought Actions 
Curtailments: 
• Eel River 
• Russian River above Healdsburg 
• Scott River 
• Sacramento & San Joaquin Delta 

– Yuba 
– Stanislaus 
– Tuolomne 
– Merced 

 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/pr
ograms/drought/analysis/ 

 



Selected Drought Activities 



Emergency Regulations   

California Code of Regulations, title 23, chapter    
, article 24, section 877 et seq. 
+ Fishery flow regulations  
+ Informational regulations  
 
Adopted by State Water Board March 17 
Anticipated OAL review by beginning of April 
  



INSERT MAP 
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Informational Order Regulations – 
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, sec. 879, subd. (c) 

Patrick Stiehr 



Temporary Urgency Changes 

• Water Code section 1435 et seq. 
• California Code of Regulations, title 23,  

sections 805 & 806 
• www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_i

ssues/programs/drought/permit_license_chan
ges.shtml 



Temporary Urgency Changes 

Lake Mendocino - Saving Water Partnership 



eWRIMS 

Electronic Water Rights Information 
Management System – 
 
www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_iss
ues/programs/ewrims 











Complaints 

• http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/
water_issues/programs/enforcement/complai
nts/index.shtml 
 

• http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/database/CalEPA_Co
mplaint/index.cfm 
 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/enforcement/complaints/index.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/enforcement/complaints/index.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/enforcement/complaints/index.shtml
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/database/CalEPA_Complaint/index.cfm
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/database/CalEPA_Complaint/index.cfm


Complaints 

Salmon Spawning, Lower Yuba River 
D. Massa, South Yuba Citizens League 
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