ESTUARY NEWS MAGAZINE

2014 UPDATE




Mokelumne's Pitch -

. for Wild River Flatlines
s _'-D T‘Imalhr'ﬂﬂﬁr Refuges
2 O 14 | SS U ES bl i :;::;cmq;:f!ﬁ'l‘nti;rm

'PCE Levels In Smal{ Fish ™
Surprizse Sclentists

" OIHEHEAYA * NOILLVEOLTIE = IINIIFE

Allmiﬁ Creak Crawls
Toward Flsh-Friandly Futuré®

* £3L190d

L Fln'ntunu'
o

L S I3 FL

p J s - .
ﬁﬁ {6 fne t‘!:’é n ' ,
hie year's extrem mwm Bd \ Worlds collldmiays mud

farmers and wildlife, l&’ﬂ‘lng ﬁﬁ'ter’ = ; and water, ancient fish'and urban
Sy " and ecosystem rnsnagers plannlng = drought. Old problems like the
for the worst. | 3 = W legacy of mercury mining overlap
% g 3 L, ' with new problems like getting
steelhead around restored wetlands. y ' L
It's brinkmanship and bootstraps i ——— : - i ] SEFTEMBER 304

el . 4 WO 33, NOL3
for all, and creepy weather... 8 - : P'lazhias Figments

Ave

Shaggs isla

Pea Sowp... hy

SaltFisid .

Keeper Retires w -

SPECIAL: Cal LCC Progress " JUNE 3014
VOL 23, NO.2

Steelhead & Mercury
Sturgeon & Screens .

Vernal Reserve .

Hamilton Breach

BayLHe Poster .

Falling Groundwater
Tapping Wastewatar

Dragon Boats & Bay Trall . 14




SPECIAL INSERTS
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LEOPARD SHARKS GIVE BIRTH
Females that have hatched thei eggs safely within their own bodies
+m into celgrass beds to give birth (0.1
pups. Births coincide with the nost luxuriant growih of eel
making this dal ursery a safer place for yocrng sharks &

WATERBIRDS HEST ON ALCATRAZ

The Rock — inaccesible to predators and close 1o seafoed-rich
waters — I considered a cholce resbdence by ground-nesting
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Brandrs. and peligich. ard plgeon gullenots

HAREBOR SEALS PUP

Mothers give bisth 1o spotted, mickel-gray pups at haul out sites
alomg musdilats, rocky intertidal zanes, isdands, and sandy pocket
beaches

HERRING SPAWN

Pacific herring stream through the Golden Gate by the millons
and deposit their timy orange eggs on every available surface, from
celgrass strans to pier pilings — a seafood smorgashand for gulls,
ducks, and sturgeon who durp up more than 95 percent af cach g
batch laid.

AMERICAN AVOCET CHICKS HATCH

These speckled balls of bl are able o run within a few hours of
hasching, snd pick through the mud, snapping at foed om comically
stllt-1ke begs behin thedr degans, rose-faged parents.

CALIFORNIA LEAST TERNS BREED IN ROOKERIES
ndargered Califoenia keast terns settle down to rafse their chicks

dencd rumveays of Alsnseda N

tation. Parents stalf their young with anchovics and smel.

CLAPPER RAIL BREEDING SEASON

These endangered bisds baild mests amid the cordgrass of the low
marsh, laking advantage of its spring and summer growth spurt
hide thelr young froms predatars. Binds race to avoid the ulsra-high
king tides during the sane period, which can swamp eggs.

PHYTOPLANKTOM BLOOMS

An inlirx of nutrients from the ocean, combined with clearee sar-
fae waters and mare sunlight. causes phytoplaskion (o maltiply i
blaoens that may cover many square miles, The langest blooms once
regularty accurred in spring: rocent years have seen bloans nearly
year round.

SUMMER PETALS IN THE MARSH

Lovger davs trigger gumplants 1o usfusl bright yellow flowers song
mary tidal marshes. The fower beads produce a sticky white fesin
that aften varnishes the entire plant

EELGRASS FLOWERS

Warming watcr temperatisnes are amang several cocs thar erigger
cebgrass fo prodice flowers within sheaths called spathes. The
resulting ripe fruits, which resemble grains of wheat,
availabile i July end Ausgust.
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Alameda Work Trickles On

by Ariel Rubissow Okamoto

Driving down 680 from San Ramon to Pleasanton — with its

pretiily paved and groomed burbs — you wouldn't guess that

this was once a shallow lake and willow marsh. Indeed little traceis left of the
vast freshwater swamp called Tulare Lake, just over the East Bay ridges, which
once collected all the runoff from Livermore and San Ramon. This marshy
ecosystem filtered the rush of water from winter storms so that by the time it
exited into the narrows of Arroyo de la Laguna, mingled with Alameda Creek,
and spilled into Niles Canyon, it wasn't an unmanageable torrent. But the
development of farms and towns on top of this wet spot dramatically changed
the hydrology of the northern reach of a vast watershed draining into San
Francisco Bay. "When it rains, Niles Canyon gets crazy, there's so much water,
so fast,” says Tim Ramirez, natural resources manager for the San Francisco
Public Utilities Commission, which owns large areas in the watershed.

Of course the loss of the lake happened
maore than a century ago, and since then
throughout Alameda Creek's
B840-square-mile watershed dozensof
other wet spots have been drained, dams
built, creeks buried, and channels
reshaped. “The watershed is huge and
complex, and all these changes,
compounded over time, have left us with
a long and arduous path to getting it to
function more naturally again. We're
going to need the full cooperation of
every partner to reach our goals,” says
Carol Mahoney, a planner for Zone 7

Niles Canyon. Photo by Brian Sak.
Water Agency out in Livermore.
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Keeping the Salt Field at Bay

by Ariel Rubissow Okamoto

As the dry, warm days went on and on and on this winter, two guys intimate with
California's Sacramento San Joaquin River delta shifted gears. One reassigned
staff from flood to drought response, and the other lay awake at night imagining
barriers across various slough openings. By early February, some Sierra
reservoirs were so low, and so close to "dead pool” level, that the water projects
stopped pumping and delivering. Farmers had to refrench, communities realized
they might only have enough drinking water for the next six weeks, and any
salmon that succeeded in spawning upstream had no water to carry them down.
Things got scary. The water projects asked state regulators to let them off the
hook in meeting various water quality standards, and the governor’s state of
emergency put the Endangered Species Act on stand by.

While the pundits focused on skin deep polarizations — in which economy, food
supply and farmers trump endangered fish — those with a deeper understanding
of California water supply issues were worrying about something else
altogether: keeping the salt field at bay. "Salinity is the central management
challenge during a drought,” says Jon Burau, a senior hydrologist with the U.S.
Geological Survey. "People don't realize how much water we ‘spend’ repelling
salinity intrusion to maintain water deliveries.” (Red zone in visualization below

is salt field in late January from www.baydeltalive.com/salinity.)
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@ Sessions ptura? ’ quality-imp 572
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Visits and % New Visits by Visitor Type

April 2014 July 2014 October 2014
User Type Sessions % New Sessions
New Visitor 7,565 100.00%
Unigue Visitors
Returning Visitor 3,649 0.00%
® Users
120
Visits and % New Visits by City
60 City Sessions % New Sessions
Sacramento 1,362 43.61%
April 2014 July 2014 October 2014 $an Francisco 1.176 67.43%
Oakland 642 69.47%
- . Berkele 360 69.44%
Visits by City y
San Jose 278 T7.70%
San Rafael 223 65.02%
Richmond 192 57.29%
Los Angeles 181 74.03%
G Davis 171 66.67%
Arden-Arcade 129 52.71%



FUNDING EXPENSES OVERVIEW

Estuary News 2014 Per Issue Cost

Issue # Pages Writing/Editing Printing Mailing/Postage Total
Okamoto JT Litho City Print

March 20 pgs & insert S 11,700.00 S 3,030.00 S 1,078.12 S 15,808.12

June 16 pges S 13,630.00 $ 2,700.00 S 1,086.04 $ 17,416.04

September 12 pges S 14,450.00 S 2,088.00 S 1,085.59 S 17,623.59

Total S 39,780.00 S 7,818.00 S 3,249.75 S 50,847.75

2014 PROJECTED BUDGET $70K preferred 2015 $95K



	ESTUARY NEWS MAGAZINE
	2014  ISSUES 
	SPECIAL INSERTS
	Slide Number 4
	Nitty Gritty
	GOOGLE ANALYTICS
	Slide Number 7
	FUNDING EXPENSES OVERVIEW

