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Two years ago, Dr. Steve Schneider, world renowned climatologist, was the
keynote speaker here. The theme was -- "Our Actions, Our Estuary”- focused on
climate change impacts around the Bay and the new actions needed in response.

Action — that was so much of what Steve’s life was about. Dr. Terry Root, today’s
esteemed key note speaker, was recently quoted in a Miller-McCune article about
Steve, her husband:

“He was the person who really made it safe for scientists to talk to the media and

policymakers.”

The article further explained that: “one of Schneider’s most lasting impacts is the
example he set for colleagues and future climate scientists- being comfortable
and resolute in asking the tough questions, and providing the even tougher
answers about climate change.”

Indeed, not only was he an outstanding scientist, but he advised every
presidential administration from Nixon to Obama and was fearless in speaking out
about the science....

Steve Schneider died unexpectedly on July 19, 2010 on a flight from Sweden to
England...

In his last book, Science as a Contact Sport, which | highly recommend, Steve
documented his experiences in the nascent world of climate change science,
politics and much more. In one section—entitled “What the Bird Watchers
Know” —he describes Terry’s visionary work, who [quote] “was one of the earliest
biologists to study the effects of global warming on plants, birds and other


http://stephenschneider.stanford.edu/Mediarology/Mediarology.html
http://stephenschneider.stanford.edu/Mediarology/Mediarology.html

animals, and to determine the...mechanism by which long-term, large-scale
change could happen.”

As Steve wrote, “When she was doing he PhD work at Princeton, long before we
crossed paths, Terry already was an innovator in avian ecology. When most
ecological studies were done in areas about the size of two tennis courts, her
study area was the entire North American continent... Her maverick insight- that
factors affecting species were being missed at that smaller scale- led her to
determine how important the broad-scale environment is for birds....”

John Wiens, renowned landscape ecologist and PRBO Chief Scientist said of Terry,
“Even then she recognized that the traditional divide between academic science --
-and science made accessible to the public at large-- was artificial and counter-
productive. As awareness of climate change grew, first slowly and then urgently,
Terry's interests in how climate affects biological systems provided a natural fit,
and her deep-held convictions about the importance of conveying these
relationships to the public made her a natural spokesperson.”

Terry has also always been a great advocate of women in science. According to
Diana Stralberg, one of her graduate students at the University of Michigan, every
semester she would hold a popular seminar class on a cutting-edge topic....
Women in particular would flock to these seminars. In addition to teaching great
science and asking the tough questions, she helped to build her students’ self-
confidence. She taught them never to apologize for their work and to always ask
guestions.

In awarding Terry their 2010 “Spirit of Defenders Award for Science, the
Defenders of Wildlife explained that Terry’s “research on wildlife ....[and] climate
change served as a wake-up call for conservationists and natural resource
managers around the world.”

Her pioneering insights resulted in President George H. Bush honoring her with
the prestigious Presidential Young Investigator Award from the National Science
Foundation in 1990.



In 1992 she was chosen as 1 of only 10 people around the world to be selected as
a Pew Scholar in Conservation and the Environment, 1 of 20 people to be selected
as an Aldo Leopold Leadership Fellow in 1999, and co-awardee with her husband
Steve Schneider in 2002 of the Conservation Achievement Award from the
National Wildlife Federation. Terry has received many other accolades including
being co-awarded the Nobel Peace Prize as a lead author and member of the
Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change with Vice President Al Gore in 2007!

Now a Senior Fellow and University Faculty at the Woods Institute for the
Environment at Stanford University, Terry is investigating what the future
ecological consequences might be for wild species as the globe continues to
rapidly warm.

John Wiens told me that: “Terry has spoken the truth about climate change, often
to people who would prefer a different message.” He said: “She, and others like
her, must continue to play this essential role if the public and politicians are going
to wake up to the reality of climate change and address it before the changing
climate erases all our options.”...

After the recent Steve Schneider Memorial Symposium on Cimate Change in
Colorado, Robert Watson, a British climate scientist summed it up this way:

It is up to us — all of us-- to play our different and complementary roles. We will
succeed in mitigating climate change and fighting the loss of biodiversity. It may
take time — especially to persuade those in the US Congress, but truth will win
out. Those who fought apartheid in South Africa — those who fought slavery —
those who fought the Berlin wall — never gave up hope. As Desmond Tutu said
“Good will always win over Evil.”

Good trumps evil because of courageous people who refuse to give up on the
truth. Terry Root, is one of those brave, bold scientists and leaders.

Please join me in welcoming Dr. Terry Root to the podium for the 2011 Stephen
Schneider Tribute Presentation on Climate Change and the State of the Bay.
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Extreme Events: Wildfires
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Current Extinction Rate:
~1 species in 10 species
over 1000 years
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