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he Napa River: It is at
once a blessing and a
curse. A living river
that renews life, yet
each winter can just
as easily snatch it
away with angry
loodwaters

Every pictu f Nooding, every st

ind anermath, every | iffer
slame

families Is the river's power

early a half century, the Valley has attempted

trol that fury without
a1k the fine line between protecung t

y and protect the river

Now, (
have steppe challenge with
precedented flood protection and watershed
ment plan. This plan, when coupled with
projec already underway by the Napa County
Flood Control and Water Conservation District
is & comprehensive, integrated approach to the
entire watershed that will provide maximum
flood protection and environmental enhancement

of the River and its tributaries.

The plan includes the Nap:
ough the City of Napa and additional flo|
nd wate 1 management projects for
wville, St. Helena, Angwin/Dy

K. American Canyon, and other county

The community’s strategy, which is ouy|
on the following pages, Is the work of

minds, coming together for endless ho
for the good of the entire Valley

But, the time to implement the community
plan is quickly running out. The necessary
federal funding for flood management will
expire next year and, with it, our final

opportunity to protect the Valley from the

endless cycle of flooding
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Napa River -55 Miles from San
Francisco Bay to Calistoga

450 square mile watershed

Napa River - a navigable estuary to
the City of Napa

6.9 mile Project




Community Coalition formed

27 local stakeholder groups and 24 agencies
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it run free

/ P
them with dredgers and concrete.
Voters in this historic wine county
bucked that tide Tuesday when they
approved a pré cedent-sétting flood
“o.project to-make the unruly Napa
wv’Rlvcr wider.and mom natural mth
room to meander mthout %quhm
into bedrodmis and stores. .
Planners and politicians predm

y letting

M Voters approve a historic
| tax measure that aims to.-
reduce flooding through
natural methods SRR
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By Denis Cuf‘f :
and John Simerman

TIMES STAFF WRITERS 7

~anew path to mmlmlzefloodmg by,
letting rivers run'a litfle freer and
=imaking people do more:to stav out‘
sof the way. : o

NAPA — Flood fighters in thf"-
West tamed their creeks and small’;
rivers by deepening and nharrowing::
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7. Napa County will lead California on-

‘ l\--

"_

“The standard approach is a deep
concrete channel. But that wipes out
the river. People here came together
to'come up with something very dii-
ferent that provides f]rmd’prr)t(‘.(rﬁ(m
and keeps the river alive,’ said Mike
Rippey, & member of the H«mrf‘ of su-
pe rvisors in this county where flood-
ing in winter seems as predictable
as th( grape harvest in fall

Private and federal planners
called the Napa Valley plan perhaps |
the biggest and most innovative of

its'kind in California to marry envi-
ronmental a']d flood protection.

Instead of st rar;,htcmng afd lin-
ing the river with corerefe,"Napa

(,ountv will create up to 600 acres of
marshes to absorb:flood vuur’rs

Ly About 17 homes!' and 20.busi-
. nesses. m and dmund \m will be
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