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We Know Enough to Start 

V Vision, goals and objectives 

V Problem understanding 

V Opportunities and constraints 

V Restoration principles 

V Future drivers of change 

Policy Framework Solidifying 

V Suisun Marsh Plan (5-7K ac) 

V Bay Delta Conservation Plan 

V Biological Opinions (part of 8K ac RPA) 

V Delta Plan 

V USFWS Tidal Marsh Recovery Plan (2.5-7.5K ac) 

Adaptive Management = Framework 



Volume I: 
Characterization Report 

Volume II: Strategic Plan 

Suisun Marsh Conservation Assessment 
Prepared 2011 for The Nature Conservancy by Wetlands and Water Resources 

VExisting conditions 

VProcess conceptual models 

VFuture drivers of change 

VStrategic vision 

VRestoration hypotheses 

VKey restoration principles 

VLandscape-level conceptual models 

VSuccess measures 

VComparison to other regional plans 



Land Use Today 
üManaged wetlands 

~53K ac 

üTidal marsh ~9K ac 

üBays and sloughs ~25K 
ac 

üWastewater treatment 
plant 

üLandfill 

üMothball fleet 

üSMHM conservation 
areas 

üWind farms 

üTravis AFB 

üFairfield, Suisun City 

üAg and wildlands 
watershed 



Gradients Make Suisun Special 
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Increasing salinity 
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Strategic Vision for Suisun Restoration 

V Conserve and restore estuarine natural communities 
ü Tidal marsh (brackish) 
ü Marsh-upland transitions including minor riparian 
ü Aquatic: tidal sloughs, shallow bays 

V Conserve and restore estuarine ecosystem processes and functions 
ü Hydrodynamics and transport 
ü Geomorphic 
ü Biological 

V Maximize potential for resiliency in face of future change 
ü Climate change, sea level rise 
ü Reduced sediment supply 
ü Delta water operations, large-scale restoration 
ü Salinity increases 
ü Invasive species 
ü Land use change 
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Vegetation depth & salinity 
H 
M 
L 

S             B             F 

Salt Marsh 

Freshwater  
Tidal Marsh 

Brackish Marsh (fresher) 

Brackish Marsh (saltier) 


