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č   George Lawrenceõs 1906 panorama òSan Francisco in Ruins.ó Lawrence flew a 50-pound 

camera below a train of large kites.  
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The golden age  



č   My 1938 Singer 

Featherweight sewing 

machine 

 

č   An eight-foot, carbon-framed Rokkaku sewn using 0.6 

oz. rip-stop nylon. This is one of a three-pack of Rokkakus I 

use regularly. 
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MODERN KITES 



č  My current rig is a 

wood and carbon fiber 

cradle holding a Canon 

T2i dSLR. 

 

All up weight is 3 to 3-

1/2 pounds. 

 

Cradle empty éééééééééééééé..éé..é. 1 lb. 2-3/4 oz. (531 g) 

Picavet and kite line attachmentsééééééé.é 0 lb. 3-1/2 oz. (99 g) 

Camera body with kit lensééééééé.ééé.. 1 lb. 11-1/2 oz. (780 g) 

Camera body with 10-22mm wide-angle lensé. 2 lb. 2-1/4 oz. (971 g) 
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ROBOTIC CAMERA CRADLES 



Č  My early photographs were taken with the Digital 

Elph series. Before that the workhorse was a 35-mm 

Canon Rebel single-lens reflex. The SLR cradle is the 

heaviest of the rigs at approximately 3 pounds. 

č The lightest rig, a svelte 15 ounces, 

was built around the diminutive Canon 

SD20 digital camera.  
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CAMERAS IN FLIGHT 
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EARLY SUBJECTS 

č   Central Campus, UC Berkeley, looking toward Oakland 



The Hidden Ecologies 

Project was formulated 

during a leave as  

Artist-in-Residence at the 

Exploratorium 
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A SABBATICAL YEAR AT THE EXPLORATORIUM 



č   Over the last few years I have collaborated with colleague Dr. Wayne Lanier,  

       a microbiologist, to document his field work. Great fun.  
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HIKING WITH A MICROBIOLOGIST 



Č   Perhaps the most 

vivid characteristic of 

the salt pond system is 

the range of colors 

across the ponds -- a 

product of the 

halophilic 

microorganisms that 

tolerate specific bands 

of salinity. 
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Salt pond colors & textures  

(courtesy GlobeXplorer) 



Č   Perhaps the most 

vivid characteristic of 

the salt pond system is 

the range of colors 

across the ponds -- a 

product of the 

halophilic 

microorganisms that 

tolerate specific bands 

of salinity. 

č   Reflection of the sky dominates our ground level view of water surfaces,  

      an elevated viewpoint reveals the color of the water and bottom details. 
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Sky reflectance  
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Salt pond colors & textures  

č   Salt Pond A13 near Alviso                               č   New Chicago Marsh 


